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Vou. XIX 


Tue New Dogs Act. 


Ever since Mr. Long was President of the Board 
of Agriculture Parliament has been trying to pass a 
Dog Act. Now the task has been accomplished, 
and the Act comes into force on January Ist. 

The provisions are not so much for the preven- 
tion of disease as for the protection of man and the 
domestic animals. In future no “first bite” will 
be allowed, and the owner will be responsible for 
harm done by his dog. 

Veterinary surgeons who take temporary care of 
dogs must be careful not to allow them to escape, 
as the occupier of the premises upon which the dog 
was kept will be presumed to be the owner and held 
responsible for damages. 

The chief enactments of the Act are as follows: 


(1) The owner of a dog will be liable in damages 
for any injury done by it to cattle, and it will not 
be necessary to show a previous mischievous pro- 
pensity in the dog, or neglect on the part of the 
owner. 

(2) In the event of such injury, the occupier of 
the premises where the dog was kept or permitted 
to remain at the time will be presumed to be the 
owner. 

(3) Where a dog is proved to have injured cattle 
or chased sheep, it may be dealt with as adangerous 
dog (i.e., it may be destroyed). 

(4) The Board of Agriculture may make orders 
for regulating the wearing by dogs of a collar with 
the name and address of the owners inscribed there- 
on or attached thereto, when they are in a highway 
or place of public resort; and, with a view to the 
prevention of worrying of cattle, for preventing dogs 
from straying during the hours between sunset and 
sunrise. 

(5) Where a police officer has reason to believe 
that any dog found in a highway or place of public 
resort is a stray dog, he may seize the dog and may 
detain it until the owner has claimed it and paid all 


€xpenses incurred by reason of its detention. 


(6) Where any dog seized wears a collar with the 
name inscribed upon it, and the address of any per- 
son or the owner is known to the police, the latter 
will inform the owner that the dog has been seized 
and that it will be liable to be sold or destroyed if 
not claimed and all expenses paid within seven days 
of such notice. 


Our Metuops Aaxnp DssIREs. 


The practitioner will do well to read the presi- 
dential address to the Central V.M.S., a report of 
which commences on page 402. 


The author has an interesting method of ex- 
pression and just that amount of cynical philosophy 
which makes his remarks piquant. His position, 
however, was a little unfortunate, for no discussion 
is permitted on the annual presidential address and 
Major Butler’s sense of fitness no doubt led him to 
evade giving a fina] pronouncement upon contro- 
versial matters. He touched upon the perennial 
subject of education, upon the disputatious ques- 
tion of the distribution of knowledge, upon quackery, 
advertising, and, very shortly, upon our representa- 
tive body. 

Those who hold the most dogmatic views on any 
of these important matters will be able to find little 
fault with Major Butler’s address. His treatment 
was certainly not colourless—it was judicial. He 
lays the facts before us, weighs the evidence, and 
leaves the profession to give a verdict. The value 
of the address is its suggestiveness, and it will re- 
pay reading once or twice and thinking over. 


“To pursue acertain line of, investigation, to regard 
its failures and disappointments as opportunities for the 
acquisition of further information, and finally to present 
the results attained, and the conclusions arrived at, to 
the criticism and judgement of ore’s colleagues is one of 
the gratifying labours which make for advance ; for, 
proved, or disproved, upon the basis of its primal pro- 
position, the result, in the record of acquired facts, is 
an addition to knowledge.”—CLARENCE JOHN BLAKE, 


M.D. 
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ASCITES IN DOG. 
By Jas. Greaa, Belfast. 


_In your issue of the 15th inst.,’ Prof. Hobday was 
reported to say ;— 

In so faras the operation of simple puncture is con- 
cerned, provided the usual antiseptic precautions are 
taken, there need be no fear of performing it, but my 
own experience of a permanent recovery in cases of ab- 
dominal dropsy have been very discouraging. In ascites, 
as a rule, the fluid returns and eventually causes the 
death of the patient. 

It is not my experience that dropsy |s incurable 
and perhaps I can best explain this by detailing the 
following a recent case, 

I was called inon 12th Sept. last by Miss W, 
to see a very valuable high-class Newfoundland dog 
7 years old. I found the animal suffering from 
ascites with an cedematous condition of the legs, 
chest, and throat. The animal was unable to rise 
and seemed very near death. I tapped him in the 
usual way and drew off about four pints fluid. 

I gave the following pill: 


Podophyllin gr. 
P. Sammon Resin 2. 
Pulv. Aloes, barb. 8. 
Ext. Hyoscyami Pien. 2. 


once daily. Also: 


Ferrug (bland) gr. 10. 
Acidi Arseniosi 1/50. 
Strychnine 1/50. 


once daily in pill. 

The animal was now able to walk and take exer- 
cise, but the abdomen rapidly filled again with 
fluid so that I had again to tap him on the 21st 
Sept. drawing off a large quantity of fluid. The 
appetite greatly improved and the pills were con- 
tinued. 

On the 11th Oct. the operation was again per- 
formed, this time care was taken to extract every 
drop of fluid out of the abdomen. 

In addition to the pills already mentioned, } drm. 
of Pot. Nit. was given twice daily in food. The 
medical treatment was continued until 17th Nov., 
when the animal was discharged perfectly cured, 
and is at present, on the evidence of the owner, in 
better health and spirits than he has been for years, 
and quite fit for the show bench. 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The ordinary general meeting of the Society was 
held at 10 Red Lion Square, on Thursday, December 6, 
Major E. R. C. Butler, President, in the chair. There 
were present :—Messrs. A. L. Butters, R. Porch, Sydney 
H. Slocock, A. E. Bayley, J. B. Hare, J. Willett, A. 
Neish, A. E. Willett, L. Savournin, W. Perryman, 
G. H. Livesey, W.S. Mulvey, A. S. Leese, J. McRae 
Frost, Ralph Bennett, Nicholson Almond, W. Roger 
Clarke, J. A. Gosling, A. Rogerson, Prof. J. Macqueen, 
W. R. Davis, E. Lionel Stroud, R. J. Foreman, Percy 
S. Howard, Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. ; 

On the motion of Mr. W. Perryman, seconded by Mr. 
A. Savournin, the minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and confirmed, 


Letters were received from Mr. J.C. Coleman, Mr. 
Arthur N. Foster, and Mr. Frank Leigh, regretting 
their inability to be present. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The following letter was read from the Secretary of 
the Committee of Ways and Means ve Parliamentary 
Representation :—- 

“T have pleasure in enclosing copy of the reso- 
lutions passed at the October meeting of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and shall be obliged if you 
will kindly bring same before your Society. 

I trust the Central V.M.S. will respond to the appeal 
for tinancial aid towards the necessary initial expenses 
of the movement.” 


On the motion of Mr. G. H. Livesey, seconded by 
Mr. J. Willett, the matter was postponed until the 
Report of Delegates had been read. 

R letter was received from the Hon. Sec. of the 
Southern Counties Veterinary Medical Association, 
inviting the Fellows of the Central Veterinary Medical 
Society to their meeting to be held on December 12th 
at the R.C.V.S., also to their annual dinner at the 
Holborn Restaurant. 

Mr. G. H. Livesty said he had been. asked by Mr. 
Todd to emphasise the letter by saying that the 
Southern Counties would be particularly pleased if 
members of the Central Society could see their way 
to be present at the meeting and dinner, which was 
being given to the President, Mr. W. J. Stuart, 
of Hove. 

The Secretary was instructed to reply thanking the 
Society for its invitation. 


NOMINATION AND ELECTION. 


Major A. C. Newsom, A.V.C., was nominated for 
Fellowship. 

Mr. C. H. Harrison, Stoke Newington, N., was 
balloted for and unanimously elected. 

Mr. Livesey gave notice that at the next meeting 
he would m ve the following resolution: “That 
facilities be afforded at some future meeting to Fellows 
or Members of the profession who have been nominated 
for the next election of Council to attend the meeting, 
and to express shortly their views upon subjects affec- 
ting the welfare of the profession, and also to answer 
such questions on the policy they intend to follow as 
may be put to them by any of those present ; the date 
of the meeting to be arranged by the Secretary and 
duly advertised. 

The PrestIDENT pointed out that there twas no rule 
about the suspension of notices, and the consequence 
was that whenever any resolution was brought up it 
interrupted the entire business of the evening. He 
thought Mr. Livesey had shown great consideration in 


-| giving a month’s notice of the resolutions he wished dis- 


cussed, 

Mr. SavourNIN asked whether it meant calling a 
special meeting of the Society. 

Mr. Livesey said n» ; it was simply that he did not 
wish to npset the routine of tke Society. 

It was agreed that the terms of the resolution 
should be printed on the agenda paper for the next 
meeting. 

Mr. W. PerryMaN referred to the death of Professor 
Pritchard, one of the oldest and most active members of 
the Society, and proposed that a vote of condolence 
should be sent to Mrs. Pritchard and the surviving 
family. 

Mr. J. Witterr seconded the motion, which the 
President said had the sympathy of the whole Society. 
He had himself arranged with the Secretary to put the 
resolution from the Chair that evening, and he thought 
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the fact that he had been forestalled showed that all 
the members were animated by the same spirit. 
The resolution was carried unanimously. 


Morsip SPECIMEN. 


Mr. SavouRNIN exhibited the tongue of a bus horse. 
He was called to examine the horse, and on reaching 
the stables the horsekeeper handed him part of the 
tongue and showed him the horse, which seemed to be 
very comfortable. There was no blood to be seen, 
although the tongue had only been torn out about an 
hour previously, and there was very little, if any, saliva. 
Enquiry showed that the horse had been always “funny 
about the head,” and the horsekeeper, whose duty it 
was to harness the horse for the bus in the afternoon 
had disappeared. The man had been in the habit of 
tying a piece of twine round the tongue and then to the 
manger, but what actually happened no one knew. All 
that could be said was that the man disappeared and 
the tongue was found. The owner gave word that if 
the horse-keeper turned up again he was to be given 
into custody. The only thing todo seemed to be to kill 
the horse, but it was allowed to live for a few days to see 
how it got on, and the animal seemed to have nothing 
whatever the matter with it. Some food was given to 
it in a deep bncket-shaped manger, and on the second 
day it atelike a dog, grasping the food with its front 
teeth and shaking the head to jerk the food back. He 
came tothe conclusion that the horse could have lived 
well for years had it given its entire time to feeding, 
but it had to earn its living, and on the fifth day he was 
told the horse had gone te make delicacies of the table. 
There was no opportnnity of a post-mortem, nor did he 
see the stump of the tongue. The animal had no diffi- 
culty whatever in drinking. 

Mr. Mutvey said he had a case somewhat similar 
about six years ago. The hurse apparently did very 
well and putin five years work afterwards. 

Mr. MacCormack knew of a similar case. The horse 
was a great puller and the bit had pressed on the 
tongue, and when the veterinary surgeon went to 
examine the horse’s teeth and took hold of the animal’s 
tongue it came away in his hand. There was no bleed- 
ing atall. A little gargle was used, and the horse got 
all right and did a lot of work afterwards. 


Reports oF DELEGATES. 
Mr. A. L. Burrers read the Report of the Delegates 


- to the Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute at 


Bristol, signed by himself and Prof. F. Hobday. d 
Mr. P. 8. Howarp read the Report of the Public 
Health Congress at Cork. 


PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION. 
Mr. R. Porcn read the Report of the Delegates to 
yo Parliamentary Representation Committee in Lon- 
on :— 
We attended the meeting at which the following reso- 
lutions were passed :— 


(1) That it is desirable that a veterinary snrgeon 
should be returned to the Honse of Commons. 

(2) That in the opinion of this meeting there are not 
at pre-ent any practical means of obtaining the return of 
a veterinary surgeon to Parliament, and it is therefore 
desirable that the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons sh: uld take the best means at its 
command to secure indirect representation. 

(3) That an effort be at once made to secure promises 
of support, in writing, up to £500, with a view of aiding 
any prospective member of the profession, approved by 
the Committee, who may be chosen to contest any con- 
stituency. 

It was also decided that the various Veterinary 
Medical Societies be asked to subscribe at least £1 1s. 
towards the initial expenses of the movement. 


We consider they reflect pretty accurately the position 
of matters in regard to the question of Parliamentar 
representation. The resolutions were not carried unani- 
mously. 

With reference to resolution 4 your delegates consider 
the giving promises of monetary support to aid pros- 
pective aspirants to Parliementary honours, is a question 
for each individual member of the profession to deal 
with as he thinks best. It is, however, for this meet- 
ing to determine whether it will give the guinea asked 
for to defray initial expenses. 

A. L. Burrers, 
R. Porcn. 


Mr. Porcu, proceeding, said he should like to 
mention that of the resolutions it seemed to him No, 2 
was quite in opposition to No.1. Anyone who was 
resent at the meeting would agree that it was almost 
impossible to follow the proceedings at the meeting 
and understand wbat was being talked about, and he 
left the room very little wiser than he went in. What 
with resolutions, counter-resolutions, objections, and 
half-a-dozen people talking at the same time, it was 
very difficult to follow what was going on. He made 
enquiries of wany representatives of different sucieties 
and they had ali come to the same conclusion that they 
knew nothing more when they went out than when 
they went in. 

The PRESIDENT said the main point now before the 
meeting was whether the Society should contribute a 
guinea for the purpose which was detailed in a rather 
hazy manner in the resolution passed at the meeting. 

Mr. Livesry said he was one of the unfortunate dele- 
gates present at the meeting and could sympathise with 
Mr. Porch and Mr. Butters in their difficulty in repos | 
a report. The meeting went on in great confusion an 
the delegates had difficulty in getting a clear and con- 
cise idea of what was really being done. The first 
resolution— that it was desirable the veterinary profes- 
sion should be represented in Parliament, was scarcely 
a question for a Committee of Ways and Means, and it 
was interesting to note that the resolution took an 
hour and twenty minutes to debate. The second re- 
solution seemed to be by far the most important, in that 
it at once threw the onus of arranging for Parliamen- 
tary representation off the shoulders of the Representa- 
tion Committee and placed it once more on the Coun- 
cil. In that way he thought the Committee which had 
been appointed particularly to forward the scheme of 
Parliamentary representation had defeated its own ends, 
and in fact voted itself out of existence. It now exis- 
ted simply for the purpose of getting members to sub- 
scribe to a fund of £500 with which they could subsidise 
any member who put up for a chance constituency if he 
met with their 

Mr. A. L. Burrers had very little to add to the re- 
marks which had fallen from Mr. Porch and Mr. Live- 
sey. There appeared to be no well devised and well 
considered scheme to lay before the meeting, and the 
fact that the profession lacked any organisation with 
which to carry forward the work appertaining to a 
veterinary surgeon representing them in Parliament be- 
came more and more apparent the more it was discussed. 
He proposed that the Council of the Society shonld con- 
sider the advisability of giving the guinea towards the 
initial expenses. There had been already some expense 
incurred, and if the guinea would assist in burying the 
idea of Parliamentary representation and stirring u 
the Parliamentary Committee of the R.C.V.S. to do their 
work it would be a guinea well my a . 

Mr. W. PerryMAN seconded Mr. Butters’ proposition, 
because he thought the delegates should have another 
try. 
Mir. Porcu was sorry to differ from his co-delegate, 
but from what he saw at the meeting it seemed to him 
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it would be throwing a guinea away. It was not a 
matter of reimbursing anyone, but carrying the thing on 
further. Mr. Butters had suggested it should be sub- 
scribed by way of funeral expenses, but he thought it 
would be better to let it bury itself. He was in favour 
of representation of the profession in Parliament, but 
under present conditions he believed it would be throw- 
ing a guinea into the gutter. He therefore prpused as 
an amendment that the guinea be not subscribed. 

Mr. PERRYMAN thought it was the opinion of the 
majority of the profession that it was advisable to have 
a Member in Parliament and he did not think the thing 
should be given up so quickly. At the meeting no 
doubt they all wanted to air their different opinions, but 
— they would settle down to a mo:e calm and col- 
ected meeting next time. He was in favour of contri- 
buting the guinea in order that there might be another 
— of seeing what could be done to solve the difficult 

roblem. 
. Mr. Livesty understood as a delegate from the 
Southern Counties that the guinea was to be subscribed 
in order that the Lancashire Society, who had acted 
throughout in good faith, should not be out of pocket 
with the preliminary expenses that had been incurred 
and it seemed rather hard that all expense should fall 
entirely on the Lancashire Society, who had already ex- 
pended quite enough and did not not feel inclined to 
e their hand further into their pockets. He supported 

r. Butters’ proposition. 

Mr. Porcu said if it was a question of reimbursing 
the Lancashire Society he should be only too pleased to 
withdraw his amendment, but he did not understand 
the matter in that light, and did not think there was any 
promise given that the guinea or any sum subscribed 
would go toreimburse the Lancashire Society. 

The PrEsIDENT asked Mr. Stroud, the Secretary of 
the Parliamentary Representation Committee, to state 
to what purpose the guinea would be devoted. 

Mr. E. L. Stroup said that it was to pay off some 
arrears already owing, but in addition it was to pay for 
the circularising of the profession in order to get money 
in hand. Until money was obtained very little more 
could be done except looking out for a candidate and a 
constituency, for which a small sub-committee had been 
drawn up to carry out the work. At the present moment 
there was about £5 owing. 

Prof. MacqugEN seconded Mr. Porch’s amendment, 
which on being put was lost, ten voting for and eleven 
against. The original propositi: n that the Council con- 
sider the advisability of subscribing a guinea was then 
put and carried, ten voting for and nine against. 

Prof. MacQueEN thought it was a little irregular to 
put the vote at all. It was a matter for the Council. 

The PkEsIDENT pointed out that there had been a 
ay peer and an amendment which made it necessary 

or the vote to be taken. 

Mr. W. PERRYMAN proposed a hearty vote of thanks 
to the delegates for their excellent reports. 

Prof. MAcQUEEN asked whether it included the Parlia- 
delegates. 

Mr. PERRYMAN said it did; he thought Mr. Porch 
had honoured the Society by attending “he meeting of 

r. ALMOND secon the motion, insisting upon the 
value to the Society of being represented = poston 
ings and Congresses affecting the veterinary pro- 
fession. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By Major E. R. C. Butter. 
‘Gentlemen, on the occasion of our annual 


dinner the President declined to vive th 
address, and he feels that now cus caus 


is due from him of the reason for so doing. I have on 
various former occasions attended that particular meet- 
ing with the view of hearing the President’s address, 
but I have never succeeded in doing so to my own satis- 
faction and it struck me that there must be other 
veople in the same case. I have watched successive 

residents, iron nerved, strong men, endeavouring to 
to be heard above the tumult of congratulations and 
welcomes and banging doors, and I have not been im- 
pressed on those occasions with the suitability of the 
time and place for the President’s address. 1 may say 
at once that I have no great opinion of Presidential 
addresses, and I do not see any reason to change my 
opinion because I happen tc be delivering one at the 
present moment. At the best a Presidential address can 
only be the personal opinion of the man who is deliver- 
ing it, and I am not given to placing too high a value on 
such orations. I do not know whether it is that the 
Presidential chair is unusually comfortable or that it is 
the stern effort to assume a judicial attitude, but I have 
occasionally noticed that Presidental addresses are com- 
posed of a string of platitudes which certainly do not 
enlighten anybody on anything, and therefore I have 
come to the conclusion that even if that address were 
omitted entirely it would not bea very great loss. 
know very well that the man who goes at the wall of 
established custom usually risks a bad fall, but if 
the custom is not a very sound one he may make a ga 
in it, and the man who comes after him will get ihwoneh 
comfortably if he wishes to. 

At our dinner I confined my somewhat solemn re- 
marks to the aims and objects of this Society, and 
although on that occasion I said that I did not approve 
of politics myself in any large measure as a component 
part of the Society’s proceedings, still I do not very well 
see how the unfortunate President called on for an 
annual address is to avoid them in some degree, and 
there are, as a matter of fact, some points I should like 
to generalise on a little as regards our relations to our- 
selves and the public. 

The point upon which | would like to touch first of 
all is the matter of education. Education as we are 
interested in it begins with the students. I am now 
sufficiently old to look back some twenty-five years 
ago on the education of the student, and it is borne in 
upon me that we demand from him now a good deal 
more than was — of myself and of others of the 
same standing, e not only demand from him more 
subjects, but a higher level in those subjects. We also, 
I believe, demand from him a somewhat higher level in 
the matter of general education, but I am by no means 
very certain that we obtain it at present. owever, I 
will confine my remarks to that part of his education 
with which I happen to be familiar, namely, his patho- 
logical training, and there he certainly is asked to attain 
a much higher level, to cover a larger ground, and to 
take at any rate one specialised subject which he was 
not asked to do when I wasa student. In addition to 
attaining a higher level in pathology generally he is 
asked to go into the question of meat inspection, and 
specialise in it at his final examination. Seeing that we 
demand of him so much more in comparison with what 
we used, I think we may take it that he is, generally 
speaking, better qualified to deal with the practical 
pathological problems of the day that we were at the 
time we qualified. In this particular subject of meat 
inspection he receives a special training; he receives it, 
I suppose, with a special object, namely, that should the 
day come when the public of this country demand a 
more efficient inspection of animals and animal food our 
graduates vill be in the position to comply with that 
demand adequately and to ensure that when the work 
is entrusted to them they will be able to fulfil it thor- 
oughly. When the public demand that, they will also 
want some outward and visible sign that the men who 
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are appointed to carry out this work are competent to 
rform it and specially trained in the duties. There- 
ore, I think it would be a good thing if our ruling body 
could see its way to specially note this on the Diploma 
which we present to our graduates when they pass their 
final examination, and which purports to set out their 
qualifications. 

Passing from the student to the practitioner, I think 
it would also be a good thing if our ruling body could 
institute another Degree for their graduates, a degree 
which would show that they have received special train- 
ing or shown special knowledge of such veterinary mat- 
ters as relate to the laws regarding the health of 
animals in relation to the public generally, a Degree 
analogous to the Diploma of Public Health in medicine. 

Another point in education that struck me as worth 
considering is the spread of education amongst the pub- 
lic. If I read the signs of the times aright, there is a 
section of our profession who seem to have an idea that 
we should establish what I might call a “corner” in all 
knowledge relating to animals. I do not pose as a busi- 
ness man in any special way, but [am given to under- 
stand that a corner is a very difficult commercial under- 
taking to engineer successfully, even when you are 
dealing with such simple matters as grains of wheat or 
cakes of soap, but when you come to corner knowledge 
you take ona very much harder task, one which I regard 
as absolutely impossible. An old authority said, “ Of 
the writing of books there is no end”—you can read it in 
two ways. Certainly if there is a demand for any 
special form of acatiies nowadays it appears to me 
quite certain that you cannot check it; you may try to 
hinder it, but you will not succeed in stopping the spread 
of it. History is full, generally speaking, of the futility 
of efforts to deny the spread of knowledge to any section 
of the community. I think I am right in saying that 
the story is being rewritten now in capital letters all 
over Russia, and those who pose as obstructionisrs are 
certain to be overwhelmed. You will say then: What 
attitude should be adopted with regard to the spread of 
knowledge amongst the public of matters relating to 
animals? My own view is that we should set such a 
high standard for ourselves that we should be able to 
direct the channels into which that knowledge is to run; 
we should be the leaders and guiders, not as the obstruc- 
tionists. 

As regards the knowlege relating {to animals that is 


‘spreading throughout this kingdom to the public, I 


have occasionally met with my friends who say that it 
isa bad thing for us, that it limits our professional 
activity and even threatens our livelihood. You may 
say that I am not very competent to judge this point, 
but I said at the beginning of this address [ am 
generalising. If you look back you will find that the 
same sort of thing has been always said when any new 
movement has been initiated. I know as a matter 
of fact, my knowledge being derived from my father, 
that it was avery general cry at the time stage coaches 
were threatened with the abolition that subsequently 
took place on account of the introduction of railways, 
and it is raised now about the introduction of mechani- 
cal traction, and the spread of what is generally called 
veterinary knowledge amongst the public. I grant you 
that there may be instances where the wrong class of 
so-called knowledge is diffused, but generally speaking 
if there is a demand for it amongst the public we cannot 
stop it. The only thing we can do is to try and guide it. 
In this country more or less all the popular works on 
the subject are written by private individuals to further 
their own ends, no doubt with the object of making of 
money ; but abroad we may find that the State takes 
up this question and distributes knowledge of the kind 
I have heard protested against broadcast throughout a 
country. 


Ihave herea book probably known to many of you, 
if not to all, published by the Department of Agricul- 
ture in Washington. “It was resolved by the Senate 
and the House of Representatives of the United States 
of America, in Congress assembled, that there should be 
printed and bound in cloth fifty thousand copies of this 
special report,” and lower down I read: “Since this 
volume was first issued several editions have been pub- 
lished by order of Congress,” thus showing its great 
popularity. This report has been prepared, as was stated 
in transmitting the manuscript of the first edition, for 
the farmer and stock owner :ather than for the student 
or veterinarian, and as much practical information as 
possible has been brought together on the subjects 
treated, and those subjects have been stated in brief 
and | pe language. Readers who desire a more de- 
tailed account of any subject discussed in the book are 
referred to the various special treatises, and the Depart- 
ment publishing the work believe that notwithstandin 
the public character of the work there is no doubt it wil 
be found useful to the veterinarian as well as to the 
farmer. It is a book relating to diseases of cattle. A 
similar work dealing with the horse is issued to the 
farmers of the United States, the first edition being 
150,000 copies. If that book were published here by 
the State we should have an outery of the loudest des- 
cription, but the only comment I make on it is that 
with that book having a very wide and popular cireu- 
lation in the United States, I am told that any compet- 
ent man with M.R.C.V.S. at the end of his name who 


chooses to go to that country has little or no difficulty in - 


making a good practice. They tell me that competent 
men can always earn good money in the States, so that 
at any rate up to the present it has nor had any effect 
on the veterinarian’s work. [ do not say whether I 
think it Is a good thingor a bad thing! I[ only say, 
there it is. In other countries, to my knowledge, the 
same sort of thing is done, although perhaps not on such 
a wide scale as that. 

I pass from cducation naturally, as I think, although 
you may disagree, to the subject of quackery. At first 
sight you would think that as education advanced and 
became more universal quackery would disappear. That 
is not the case. Asa matter of fact the reverse happens, 
Germany, France and other continental countries, 
Germany and France in particular, may be regarded as 
well educated countries scientifically, and in those two 
particular countries quackery is not only rampant but 
compared with this country flourishes beyond belief. 
Germany, France and Holland have large and powerful 
societies composed chiefly of medical men for the repress- 
ion of what they call the practice of illegal medicine. 
have here several reports that have appeared lately in 
medical journals This is a report of the last Congress 
in France for the Suppression of Illegal Practice of 
Medicine and Canvasing. Thé Congress discussed such 
questions as bone-setters, magnetisers, clerical quackery, 
nursing quackery, quackery of barbers and hair-dressers, 
quackery of prescribing chemists, quackery of repeating 
doctors’ prescriptions, the illegal practice of opticians, 
medical electricians, dentists and mid-wives, and after 
discussion the delegate who attended records his general 
impressions as follows :— 

“Quackery flourishes in France to a tremendous 
extent. In some instances the State even recognises 
and supports it. It is largely helped by the want of 
professional loyalty of qualified men who themselves 
are not above adopting measures which may be classed 
on the same level and who lend themselves to the 
spread of quackery.” 
Also at that Congress they passed certain resolutions 

as to the measures that should be adopted or the sub- 
jects that they should go for in quackery. Here are 
some :—That they should draw up between themselves 
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a work showing the dangers of the manceuvres of bone- 


setters, healers, sorcerers, etc., and demand of the 
Minister of Public Instruction that this work be included 
in the programme of normal schools for teachers and the 
primary schools ; that no person should be able to open 
a school for or teach massage unless he had obtained a 
Diploma of Doctor of Medicine ; that there are grounds 
for prosecuting hair-dressers and scent sellers who sell 
their products with a therapeutic object ; that there are 

rounds for regulating the sale of different products used 
in the toilet, such as dyes, pencils for the lips, and so on. 
I will not worry you with reading the others—one is 
that no one shall apply a bandage except a doctor. Not- 
withstanding these powerful societies that exist in order 
to try and suppress quackery in these highly educated 
countries it flourishes more than it does here. Even in 
fair Japan we have the maker of “ Jin-tan-pills” 
(“virtue”), and he gives doses and directions which 
secure as far as I can make out the consumption of an 
inordinate quantity of his wares. The paper in which 
it is reported says that the advertisement is another 
proof of how the Japanese can better the instructions of 
their Western masters. 

How does all this bear on ourselves? We have 

—— here interfering, as I am told by many of my 
riends, with their practices. And there is a call by 
some of us that the Council should be asked to adupt 
some stringent measures, or at any rate take some steps 
in order to stop the spread of what we call quackery, 
namely, stop unqualified persons doing anything which 
interferes with what we consider to be our legitimate 
field. However much I may sympathise with those who 
feel that their prospects are limited by the quacks in 
their neighbourhood, I cannot see how you can expect 
to get any legislative support from a country which de- 
rives a comfortable 12} per cent. from the sale of patent 
medicines and drugs ; in fact unless the quack calls him- 
self a veterinary surgeon I do not see how you can pro- 
ceed against him in any satisfactory way. You may pro- 
ceed against him but I do not see how you are going to 
get much support from the country. The only remedy, as 
far as [am able to judge, is that we should prove our- 
selves to be more attractive and better practitioners than 
the quacks. As long as this is a free country, it is, as 
far as I can see, impossible to interfere with the illegal 
practice of medicine to any extent hy legislation. Of 
course there is no doubt that the quack has certain ad- 
vantages. He is able to advertise himself and his wares 
in a manner which a member of the profession cannot 
do—I say cannot do—is not supposed to do—and this 
leads me to the subject of advertising. 

Rightly or wrongly we have adopted as our standard 
the standard of other professions, and as long as we 
holdito the professional standard for veterinary surgeons, 
as long as we demand that we shall be treated as a pro- 
fession, we must, officially at any rate, conform to the 
usual customs which are adopted by, and the unwritten 
laws of, the professions. There are certain professions, 
including ourselves, which are not supposed to adver- 
tise in what I may call a commercial manner. I do not 
conceal from myself for a moment that there are various 
ways of advertising ; you_will find, I have little doubt, 
eminent divines, notable K.C.’s, successful generals, and 
expert surgeons who are adepts in the art of self- 
advertisement. But they do not do itin what I have 
alluded to as the commercial manner. It is well wnder- 
stood that a soap maker may put a large advertisement 
in every daily ce a pointing out what a good soap 
maker he is and what excellent soap he sells ; but a pro- 
fessional man may not do so in regard to his own matters. 
He may theoretically put a small brass plate outside his 
door stating his name and qualifications. On this point 
it seems to me there is some sort of a demand, at any 
rate I heard it very forcibly expressed not so long ago 
that advertisement was necessary for the veterinary 


profession. It was put forward by a gentleman for 
whose opinion on such matters I have the very highest 
respect, and it was that that led me to touch on this 
subject. We must, however, in such a matter put the 
position very clearly before ourselves ; we cannot run 
with the hare and hunt with the hounds. There is no ~ 
doubt the broad principle is that we may not advertise 
in any profession, although you may find many notable 
exceptions. I have not the slightest doubt that in every 
one of the professions you can find those who infringe 
the rule in spirit, if notin letter, but the general rule is 
that the profession shall not advertise in a commercial 
manner. If we of our own accord, after due discussion, 
come to the conclusion that it would be a better thin 

for us to advertise, we must take the results that wil 

naturally follow. We shall cease to be a profession. We 
shall be a trade. Ido not know whether it is an intel- 
ligent anticipation of events, but on the agenda of a 
certain Society meeting I find that the veterinary pro- 
fession is spoken of as “The business or trade of a 
veterinary surgeon ”—those are words used by one of 
our veterinary brethren in connection with a Society 
which will meet shortly. If we, after due discussion, 
come to the conclusion that we had better become a 
trade and use trade methods, we shall adopt their 
standards in every way, and other people will traat us 
accordingly. There is no reason why we should not 
advertise, but we must make up our minds that, if we 
do so, we are a trade. Trades have their advantages 
and those who follow them make a lot more money 
than those, generally speaking, who depend on a profes- 
sion for their livelihood. But there is a certain status 
attaching to the man who devotes himself to a profes- 
sion which is not accorded to the man whe devotes him- 
self toatrade. The public services are officered not from 
the ranks of men who follow what are called trades but 
who follow what are called professions, and if we deliber- 
ately leave the latter and take up the former then we must 
be prepared for the natural results. There is no doubt 
that it would rightly or wrongly place us on a different 
level from what we have hitherto been, and looking back 
I can see that it is not the spirit which bas hitherto 
animated us. As a body we have always had aspira- 
tions towards a higher level than we have ever yet at- 
tained, and if we go in for trade as distinguished from 
a profession then we drop back to the position which we 
occupied a hundred yearsago. If we make up our minds, 
however, to continue to endeavour to raise ourselves in 
every way, not only to be a profession but to be a great 
one, if not in numbers at any rate in the spirit that 

animates us and in the work that we in the future hope 
to do, then of course we want some very definite assur- 
ance that we shall receive such protection as should be 
accorded to all professions. That we should get from 
our ruling body—the ruling body that we have in office. 

You and I, the rank and file of the profession, select 
certain men to form our Council and we are the people 
who are responsible for their presence there ; we put 
them there and we should take care that they act as we 
want them to, and we should ascertain beforehand that 
they are willing to do it, and if they are not willing we 
should not send them. If they say they are willing and 
do not do what we want we should take care to remove 
_— at the first opportunity and put in somebody that 
will. 

Also there is another very important thing which I 
think we ought never to forget, and that is to maintain 
the absolute purity of that Cody in every respect. Not 
only must the profession say that they have high aspira- 
tions, but they must take care that the men who 
represent them not only hold such views but enforce 
them. For myself I confess I can see very little difference 
between the man who puts an advertisement in the paper 
and the man who puts up a 40-ft. hoarding outside his 
house or paints his name in 6-ft. letters on a wall. If 
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one is advertising the other is advertising. In order to 
get the best out of the profession the Council or the 
ruling body of the moment should very strictly ad- 
minister any law that bears on this or any other point. 
If it is not so administered then I can quite see that 
there will be many malcontents, and it would be an odd 
thing if there were not. 

I have touched on these one or two points because I 
think they are matters which, if not at present very 
much in the eye of the profession, very soon will be, and 
when the time comes to make up our minds which way 
we shall vote on any one of these subjects it is well that 
we should have considered them beforehand so that we 
shall, without any undue delay, be in a position to give 
what we consider to be a definite opinion on these sub- 
jects. 


Mr. SAVOURNIN, in proposing a vote of thanks to the 
President for the very thoughtful address he had de- 
livered, said the President had touched upon subjects 
which all members must have thought about very 
deeply at times. When the President was speaking 

e of the amount of work a student had to do compared 
with what was done twenty years ago it called to his 
mind a phrase of the late Professor Robertson, who said 
that even in his own day the knowledge the student 
were expected to have was enormous compared to what 
they were expected to know in the past. So it went on 
year after year and generation after generation, and it 
was difficult to see what would be the end of it all. It 
was true that when the student went out into the 
world he found a great deal of his knowledge was un- 
necessary and useless in the struggle for life. Lt remind- 
ed him of some poetry published in 7'he Veterinary 
Record many years ago to ithe effect that the student 
leaving College found his theories far too slow for stern 
experience, and it also reminded him of similar lines 
with regard to the practitioner: The next scene is 

“The hard toiling and poor practitioner 

Brass plate on door and note in local press, 

His College theories a world too slow 

For stern experience, and his dwindling practice 

Torn from him by competing quacks and chemists 

With cheap and lauded drugs.” . 

_ Prof. MacquzEN seconded the motion, which was car- 

ried with acclamation. 
_ The PREsIDENT, in responding, said he did not claim 
originality for anything he had said, his information had 
been picked up by talking to his friends. It was not 
original matters that they wanted on such occasions, but 
matters of general interest and importance. Before con- 
cluding the meeting he reminded the members that the 
hour of meeting of the Society was seven o’clock and 
that promptitude was a virtue. 

A vote of thanks to the President and the meeting 
terminated. 

Hueu A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


Tae GeneraL Councit or MepicaL Epucation 
AND REGISTRATION. 


Systematic Courses of Lectures. 


Sir Tuomas MyLEs moved :— 

That it be remitted to the Education Committee to 
consider and report how far it may be possible to dis- 
pense with the compulsory attendances of students on 
the systematic course of lectures in the theatres of medi- 
cal schools, in order that the time so saved might be de- 
voted to a more extensive study of the purely scientific 
portion of the curriculum, or utilised in any such man- 
ner as may be found hereafter to be demanded by 
modern requirements.” 


He said that this motion represented the continua- 
tion of a policy originated by the General Medical 
Council in 1888 when it suggested that in order to afford 
due time for clinical work it was desirable that the 
number of systematic lectures should be limited. The 
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland had discussed the 
matter at length and a resolution was unanimously car- 
ried that in future certificates of attendance on the 
theoretic lectures on medicine, surgery, and midwifery 
should be no longer demanded for their diplomas. That 
showed that he was speaking on behalf of an important 
institution. His College had been convinced that recent 
changes in medical matters and the immense expansion 
in collateral sciences made it necessary to give the stu- 
dents a deeper training in scientific subjects. In Ire- 
land, however, they felt that they could not do anything 
that would add to the cost of the curriculum. They 
could not add on anything except in substitution of 
something removed, and it was thought that the least 
sacrifice of educational advantages would be by the 
cessation of the lectures delivered in the theatres of the 
various medical schools. The best use was not made of 
the time at the disposal of students, and theoretic lec- 
tures in medicine and surgery especially were overlap- 
ping the work undertaken at the hospital. To ask a 
student to attend 52 lectures in a theatre divorced from 
the practical illustration of his study was an anomaly 
and was supererogatory. The time that the student 
spent and the money which he paid might be more pro- 
fitably spent on the enlargement of the scientific courses. 
He was aware that there was a prejudice against pure 
sciences having too great a share in medical education 
but to produce the very best type of n:edical men it was 
absolutely necessary that they should have a very 
solid scientific foundation on which to build the super- 
structure. 

Dr. ApyE-CURRAN, in seconding the motion, said 
that he looked upon the attendance at the theatre lec- 
tures as so much lost time. 

Sir CuristopHerR Nixon described the proposal as 
extraordinary. He did not suppose the Council had 
ever had a wilder suggestion before it. It was really 
proposed to abolish all systematic teaching in medicine, 
surgery, and midwifery. He ovserved that there was 
no suggestion by Sir Thomas Myles that they should 
reduce the hospital fees in Dublin. If a student was 
not required to attend the lectures he would not read the 
subject and would idle. In his opinion they must — 
have provision for the delivery of systematic lectures by 
competent men. 

Sir Joun W. Moore said it might be news that the 

ropositions of the Royal College of Surgeons in [reland 
had been before the Royal College of Physicians of Ire- 
land and they had been scouted by that institution. The 
Royal College of Physicians was unanimously in favour 
of continuing systematic lectures in medicine, surgery, 
and midwifery. With respect to the past action of the 
General Medical Council he pointed out that to econo- 
mise in lectures was very different from abolishing them. 
This proposal was revolutionary. He would ask Sir 
Thomas Myles, for instance, how diseases of the liver 
could be taught unless they were enlarged upon in the 
theatre. The sort of teaching which was the result of 
experience in the hospitals was not the kind of thing 
that could be learned by mere book reading. He 
should be sorry to see hospital fees reduced because he 
did not believe Ireland was so poor a country as was 
commonly supposed. 

Dr. NorMAN Moore said that the 1otion was nota 
practical one. One point had been lost sight of. In all 
scientific subjects the more a specimen could be shown 
the better, and that principle had been fully carried out 
in medicine. Lecturing, especially on medicine, was a 
most difficult task and it could not be carried out with- 
‘out the lecturer taking enormous pains and first of all 
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spending a large ae of his life in acquiring and medita- 
ting upon his subject. He insisted on the value of per- 
sonal contact with the lecturer and was sure that such 
an obvious method of teaching would never be 
abolished. 

Dr. Mackay did not share the opinion of Sir Thomas 
Myles, as the lecture was one of the most valuable ways 
of imparting knowledge. The personality of the teacher 
was the most important element in the whole process. 
As far as the motion was concerned there was no bar- 
rier in the way of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ire- 
land carrying it out. Nothing in the regulations of the 
General Medical Council would prevent that. He 
understood that it was very difficult to drawn the line 
between the systematic lecture and the clinical lecture. 
Perhaps the Royal College of Surgeons was_ seeking to 
save a little money by making the clinical lecturer do 
what the systematic lecturer had been doing in the past. 
He hoped the motion would not be pressed. 

Sir CuarLes Batu said that it was not the bald 
method of stopping all those lectures which was before 
the Royal College of Surgeons, but rather the substitu- 
tion of some other form of instruction. He thought it 
well to ventilate the subject so that it might be possible 
in the future that a more extended course of practical 
pathology and a more extended course of systematic 
clinical instruction within the walls of the hospital 
might take the place of the old-fashioned course in sur- 
gery and medicine. There was a great deal more in the 
question than many members seemed to think. 

Mr. Brown considered that a good case had been 
made out for inquiry. The Council might make recom- 
mendations which would have the result of altering the 
character of courses of lectures and making them of a 
more practical and useful character. 

Mr. THomson said he understood that the subject was 
outside the scope and influence of the Council and Sir 
Thomas Myles with the consent of: his colleagues could 
do what he pleased and need not trouble the Council for 
1ts consent. 

Sir Tomas Fraser could not understand the sys- 
tematic lectures being decried or their sacrifice being 
suggested. He declared that under the five years’ cur- 
riculum it was quite possible to give a systematic study 
of six months on a practical course of bacteriology, a 
systematic course in physiology extending over a winter 
and a summer session, and a course of systematic and 
practical chemistry extending over nine months. The 
motion therefore appeared to be quite unnecessary. 

Dr. Bruce having supported the motion, 

The PRESIDENT, in reply to Dr. Lindsay Steven, stated 
that the Council had to decide whether a course of 
study required by a particnlar body was _ sufficient. 
That course of study was expressed by the regulations 
of that body. The Council, in order to help bodies to 
draw up regulations, had passed resolutions as to what 
those regulations should contzin or need not contain. 
One of those was that the course need not contain 
provisions for systematic lectures more than three days 
a week. 

Dr. SaunpBy hoped that the Council would not per- 
mit the motion to be withdrawn so that they might 
have an evidence that the Council was convinced of the 
necessity of maintaining systematic lectures. He 


thought that the timetables afforded ample time for | I 


the full instruction which Sir Thomas Myles wishes to 
be given. 

Sir Toomas Mytes having replied on the discussion 
and declared that he was not attacking systematic 
courses because they were inefficient but was suggesting 
that those courses might be replaced by better ones. 

The Council divided, when there voted—for the 
motion, 7 ; against, 17 ; 4 being absent and 5 declining 
, vote. The motion was accordingly rejected.— The 

auncet. 


GLASGOW VETERINARY COLLEGE. 
ProposED RECONSTITUTION. 


A public meeting was hejd in the Merchants’ Hall 
Glasgow, on Tuesday, 18th inst., for the purpose of con- 


sidering proposals for the retention of the Glasgow 


Veterinary College under a body of Governors. Lord 
Provost Bilsland presided, and there was a crowded 
attendance. Among others present were Sir Charles 
Bine Renshaw, Mr. J. G. A. Baird, the Very Rev. Dr. 
Gillespie, Bailie Wallace, Councillor Brechin, Principal 
M’Call, the Rev. P. Anton, Kilsyth; the Rev. James 
Murray, Kilmacolm ; Mr. J. Campbell Murray, and Mr. 
Alexander Russell, writer. 


The Lord Provost, in introducing the proceedin gs; 


said he could speak from personal experience of the 
valued services rendered to the Corporation and the 
community by Principal M’Call, the head of the Veteri- 
nary College. He had not only done his work faithfull 
and well, but by his personal qualities, by his hig 
character and devotion to his profession he had en- 
deared himself to them all. Whether they regarded the 
fact that Glasgow was in the centre of a very large 
proportion of the entire population of Scotland, or its 
contiguity to several very important agricultural coun- 
ties, or the fact that the matter affected the population 
in the immediate vicinity of Glasgow very serionsly, or 
the need for veterinary science in regard to the inspec- 
tion of live stock, it was necessasy that the College should 
be continued. 

Sir Charles Bine Renshaw pointed out that there were 
something like 15,000 more horses in the eastern 
division of Scotland—as defined by the Board of Agri- 
enlture—than in the Western Division, but in the latter 
there were 100,000 more cattle and over a million more 
sheep. Inthe whole of the counties included in the 
western division there were altogether something like 
five million animals. He thought the mere fact of these 
enormous numbors could be made good use of when 
they approached the Secretary for Scotland, and urged 
the claim of the West of Scotland for consideration. At 
all events nobody could say there was not ample room 
for work for those who wished veterinary education. 

Rev. Dr. Gillespie moved :—* That in the opinion of 
this meeting it is most desirable that the Glasgow 
Veterinary College should be associated as a School of 
Veterinary Science to the Glasgow University.” 

Bailie Wallace, in seconding, said he did not think 
Glasgow should be deprived of its College, when Lon- 
don, Liverpool, and Dublin had Colleges associated 
with their respective Universities, and supported by 
State funds. 

DEPUTATION TO ScoTcH SECRETARY. 


Following the opening of the new College Buildings 
the Secretary for Scotland received a deputation from 
the Glasgow Veterinary College, who urged upon him 
the desirability of a grant being made by the Scotch 
Education Department in aid of the College. Among 
those present were: Sir Charles Bine Renshaw, Bart. ; 
Rev. Dr. Gillespie, Principal M’Call, Principal Wright, 
Professor M’Call, Councillor Brechin, County Coun- 
cillor Stewart, Bailie Wallace, and Messrs. Scott, 
; David Mitchell, Polmont ; and Alex. 
ussell. 

Sir Charles Bine Renshaw, who introduced the depu- 
tation, explained that the College had been carried on 
for forty-seven years under the very able administration 
of Principal M’Call as a voluntary educational effort 
and without being connected in any way with any body, 
of governors or any of the educational authorities in 
Glasgow. Within recent years increasing difficulty had 
been experienced by the College owing to the extension 
of veterinary educational work in other parts of the 
country. He thought he was correct in saying that a 
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few yeirs ago, perhaps seven or eight years ago, there 
were as many as 140 or 150 students attending the Col- 
lege in Glasgow. It served a very large and important 
agricultural centre in the West of Scotland, and it also 
served largely for the education of agricultural students 
who desired to qualify themselves in veterinary science. 
Many of them came from the North of lreland, and in- 
deed, from all parts of Ireland. The students attend- 
ing the College at the present time numbered between 
seventy and eighty. The falling off was due to the fact 
. that within the last few years Government had given a 
grant of £15,000 for the establishment of a veterinary 
college in Dublin, and the establishment of that College 
has led to the withdrawal of a considerable nu uber of 
students from Glasgow. The only other veterinary 
colleges in Scotland up till recently were the college car- 
ried on by Professor teal Williams and the Dick Col- 
lege in Edinburgh. Professor Williams had transferred 
his college to Liverpool ; and he believed he was correct 
in saying that it was now affiliated with the University 
College in that city, and would, therefore, be capable of 
earning Government grants. The Dick College in Edin- 
burgh and the M‘Call College in Glasgow were, there- 
fore, the only colleges for the teaching of veterinary 
science in Scotland. The Dick College was affiliated 
with the University of Edinburgh, and would be in a 
position to e:rn Government grants which would be of 
very substantial assistance to the carrying on of the 
work in which it was engaged. The work in connection 
with the slaughter of cattle and the examination of 
carcases, which had been done by the Public Health 
Administration of the City of Glasgow, was very up to 
date, and there were special opportuvities in Glasgow 
for the study of veterinary science greater than any that 
existed in any other centre in Scotland. In conclusion, 
he urged that the Glasgow Veterinary College should be 
placed ina position that would enable it to earn Govern- 
ment grants; there was something like a feeling of 
dismay at the prospect of cessation of teaching in the 
College. 

Rev. Dr. Gillespie referred to the value of such a Col- 
lege in giving facilities for research work. Farming 
was difficult enough to carry on in these days, and the 
deaths of animals from disease intensified the difficul- 
ties. It was proposed if the Glasgow College should 
obtain Government support that it should be affiliated 
with the University. 

County Councillor Stewart said it would be a very 
great misfortune if Principal M‘Call was not able to con- 
tinue the work of the College. He had had sixteen or 
seventeen years’ experience in connection with the ad- 
ministration of the County of Dumbarton, and he knew 
how important it was to have thoroughly capable and 
well qualified veterinary surgeons. Asa member of the 
Health Committee in Glasgow he was surprised at the 
amount of work done by veterinary surgeons, and it 
was very necessary that Glasgow should continue to 
provide the necessary instruction for the students. The 
Glasgow University, he added, were completely in har- 
the proposed scheme, and assistance from 
the Scotch Education Depirtment wonld get over the 
whole difficulty. 

Lord Provost Bilsland warmly endorsed the views 
that had been expressed. If facilities were not given 
for veterinary instruction in Glasgow there would be 
fewer students of veterinary science in Scotland, and 
that would be a state of matters to deplore, alike from 
the municipal and the agricultural points of view. He 
was sure the Secretary for Scotland would give the 
claims of the College his earnest and favourable con- 
sideration. (App.) 

Mr. Sinclair said he had been much interested to hear 
the case put forward by the speakers, and that case lost 
nothin in the admirable way in which it had been put 
before him. So far as he personally was concerned, he 


had the greatest sympathy with the desire of Glasgow 
and the surrounding districts that the facilities which 
they had had in the past should not be taken away, but 
that they should be increased. (Applause). He read 
with great interest in the morning newspapers the pro- 
ceedings at the meeting on the previous day, and he 
sympathised with all that had been said. It wonld ap- 
= that owing to asort of readjustment which Sir Bine 

enshaw had described - namely, the establishment of 
a College in Ireland and the removal of the teaching 
facilities of another College to Liverpool, there had been 
some interference with the facilities which had hitherto 
existed in Glasgow. They desired that something 
should be done to restore those facilities, and that they 
should not be lessened in the future. He understood 
that a formal request would probably be preferred to the 
Scottish Education Department to take the matter into 
their serious consideration, and he was perfectly certain 
-—in fact, he could promise that it would get very care- 
ful and 9 thetic consideration from that De- 
peonaee. ow far the statement he had made might 

e taken to go he did not know. (Laughter.) But for 
himself he could promise them that when the facts were 
before them they would not want his serious personal 
attention. (Applause.) 

On the motion of Sir Bine Renshaw, the Secretary 
for Scotland was cordially thanked.—-Glasgow Herald. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


EXAMINATIONS IN LONDON. 


At a meeting of the Board of Examiners held 
in London on December 13th for the Written, and 
on and between December 19th and 21st inclusive, 
for the Oral and /Practical, the following gentle- 
men passed their Final Examination :— 

Mr. L. 8. Balls Mr. E R. Nichols 
W. J. Blackwell 


H. Bone B. Rodger 

P. Carter | S. Smith 

J. R. Crane E. H. Strachan 

A. F. Castle J. H. Thomson 

C. Hartley W. F. Williams 

F. E. Jones C. P. Wellington 

P. G. Ledger J.B. Welham 

G. T. Matthews F. Ware 

R. C. Moore 

The following passed their Third Examination ¢ 

Mr. J. M. Armfield | Mr. F. O’Kell 

L. B. Cole A J. 8. Reynolds 

R. Gooderidge H. W. Townson 

H. M. Hollind * W. F. L. Bright * 

W. Jones H. R. Singleton 

P. J. O’Brien 


The following passed their Second Examination : 
Mr. T. F. Addison | Mr. N. B. Francis 


J. L. Broome GN A. Hall 

J. B. Buxton G. L. Y. Ingram 

A. W. Brasnett F. Marks 

J. R. Conchie E. P. Offord 

H. V. Dier * V. Pride-Jones 

The following passed their First Examination ; 

Mr. J. Bott Mr. L. H. Leach 

A. W. Carter R. Moore 

H. A. Coomber S. C. Rowbotham 


Artuur W. Sec. 
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EXAMINATIONS IN DUBLIN. 


At the recent examinations held in connection 
with the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland, the 
undermentioned gentlemen passed their Final 
Examination :— 


Mr. E. Devine Mr W. Prendergast 
E. A. Phipps M. P. Wals 
The following passed the Third Examination: 
Mr. H. Ballesty Mr. Jas. McCormack 
B. Hickey J. Ringwood 
D. Kehoe * T. D. Taylor 
B. King C. Treacy 


The following passed the Second Examination: 
Mr. J. G. Ledwich Mr. Michael O’Sullivan 


J. Y. Bogue A. Snodgrass 
J. Gibbons A. V. Meeke 
M. Darby J. Plunkett 
J. H. Ewing * J. H. Peard 


The following passed the First Examination : 
Mr. J.S Bogue * Mr. F. Raymond 


T. Doyle G. C. Smith 
D. English E. Wilson 
P. McDonnell G. B. Cooper 


Frntay Kerr, 
Secretary in Ireland to the Board of Examiners. 


Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours. 


A. W. HILL TESTIMONIAL. 


The following additional subscriptions have been 
received : 
W. Owen WILLIAMS, Secretary. 


£s. 

Mr. H. Hunter 1 1} Lt.-Col. R. Moore a | 
W.S. Stevens 2 2{ Major Butler 1 0 

H. W. Caton 1 1/ Mr. W. Wilson 1.3 

1 | 


E. W. Hoare 


1; Withers & Co. 


Cruelty Charge Dismissed at Arundel. 


At the Arundel County Bench, George Bullen, of 
Hangleton Nurseries, Ferring, was summoned before 
Captain Kemp and other Magistrates for working a 
horse while in an unfit state at Littlehampton on Nov. 
20.---Mr. G. B. H. Berkeley, of Worthing, appeared for 
the defendant. 

P.C. Harman, who stopped the horse in Surrey 
Street, said it had three collars on, one ordinary one 
and two false ones. On lifting thecollars he found two 
large sores on the shoulders, the largest being about 
four inches long, and the other two inches long and one 
and a half wide. Hetold defeudant he would have to 
take the horse out of the trap ; it was not fit to work. 
Defendant said he thought it was all right; he had 
driven it from Ferring that morning. A veterinary sur- 

n had seen it a month previously and had told him 

e should exercise it. The horse was taken to the 
Norfolk Mews, and when in the stable matter ran from 
one of the wounds down the animal’s leg. The felt 
collar ( uced) was covered with blood and matter. 

P.C. Paull corroborated, and added that it was great 
cruelty to work the horse. 

Inspector Wakeford spoke of the condition of the 
animal when he saw it in the stable. 

Albert C. Batten, of the R.S.P.C.A., said the defen- 
dant came to him on the 20th ult. and told him he had 


‘been stopped by the police. Defendant knew the horse 


had had bad shoulders for some time. He owned that 
one of the scabs was off, but said he did not think there 
was any crnelty in it. He was a subscriber to the 
Society. Witness cycled into Littlehampton and? found 
that the horse was totally unfit for work. 

Mr. J. W. Pritchard, M.R.C.V.S., Arundel, said he 
saw the animal in a field on 23rd November. It was 
not fit to work, and it would have been decidedly 
cruel to work it. 

Sidney Charles Orchard, of Goring, stated that he had 
been in the defendant's employ for nearly twelve 
months. The horse had been sore for three months. 
Witness “got the sack” because he refused to work 
the horse. 

Defendant then gave evidence. He stated that he 
worked the horse on the advice of his veterinary sur- 
geon. On November 20th, when he started out, the 
skin over the sores was quite hard. 

Alfred Willian Harris, saddler, of Littlehampton, 
said he saw the horse after it was stop He put his 
hand on the animal’s shoulder, but it did not flinch. 
The wound was dry. 

Mr. Henry Smith, M.R.C.V.S., of Worthing, said he 
saw the animal in July. He gave defendant some 
lotion for the sores, and advised him he could work it 
again as soon as it was fit. He saw the animal on 21st 

ovember, and was of opinion that it was fit for work 
on the morning previous. 

Mr. James Angwin, M.R.C.V.S., Arundel, also gave 
evidence for the defence. 

The case was dismissed, the Magistrates considering 
that there was cruelty on the morning of the 20th, but 
no guilty knowledge.— Sussex Daily News. 


IS NEURECTOMY CURATIVE? 
ir, 


Mr. Harold Leeney, M.R.C.V.S., ete., has in this week’s 
issue of 7'he Record asked the question whether or not 
recovery sometimes follows the operation of neurectomy. 
Mr. Leeney apparently believes that the operation is 
sometimes curative. 1 would, however, suggest his ob- 


taining the opinion of “Vet.” who answers similar 


ueries in the columns of The Farmer and Stockbreeder. 
opine that that gentleman would answer the query 
somewhat as follows: 


‘* Your question is a very pertinent one. Our own ex- 
perience leads us to believe that itis. In cases where we 
have satisfied ourselves of the accuracy of our diagnosis 
(navicular disease) we have unnerved them (we rarely use 
any other in our practice) and long periods of usefulness and 
recovery have undoubtedly followed. In by far the majority 
of these cases however, no doubt an error of diagnosis has 
been made by the vet. In yourcase I should advise you to 
get a copy of Home Doctoring of Animals. Read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest what is therein stated; and you might 
supplement this by perusing the article on ‘‘ Lamenesses 
and their Detection’’ in the current issue of Zhe Farmers’ 
Year Book. If after this, you are unable to come to an 
opinion we fear yon must be ina bad way. Should, how- 
ever you be a person of ordinary intelligence, and have ar- 
rived at a definite decision, get some up-to-date vet. to per- 
form the operation for you. Keep your eyes open, and see 
how he does it, so that when again similarly situated you 
can perform the operation yourself. In the latter case, 
boil your instruments, not forgetting the leg and your own 
hands. Neglect of these precautions often leads to trouble, 
as in the case of those correspondents whom we have ad- 
vised how to inject the udder in milk-fever, and others who 
have deposited intra-tracheal injections outside the wind- 
pipe. In carrying out this, you should get a copy of Home 
Doctoring of Animals.’’ 

Tam, yours truly. 
F. Harvey. 
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EXAMINATION IN STABLE MANAGEMENT. 
Sir, 

I have been watching with interest the various corres- 
pondence 7e Examination in Stable Management, as I hap- 
pen to be well acquainted with a student who was“ plucked ’”’ 
in that subject in July last. 

If the examination is what it originally was intended to 
be, viz., a thorough practical knowledge of all things con- 
nected with the horse when in health, and a thorough 

' knowledge of equipment, management, and horsemanship, 
Iam prepared to back this student against any other stu- 
dent attending any of the four Colleges. 

Ithink, sir, you will agree with me when I tell you that 
he is a first-class man with the hounds, has frequently 
ridden in jumping competitions, and has himself shown 
horses and taken prizes in Dublin show. In fact he has 
had the personal care of show horses for years. 

I felt the injustice so much at the time to assert that the 
student knew as much, if not more, about practical stable 
management than his examiners. The injustice was 
doubly cruel on account of him having received marks en- 
titling him to honours in the other subjects. 

I am pleased to say that he has got through with honours 
in the recent examination, which perhaps is a little con- 
Solation though late incoming ; besides the student had to 
put up with the expense, delay, and loss of standing all 
through this examination bungle. — I am, sir, yours 


faithfully, 
James Greaa, M.R.C.V.S. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES AND SURGICAL 
DEMONSTRATIONS. 
Sir, 

May I state for the information of H. M. Darme, who I 
conclude is a young M.R.C.V.S. for I can’t find his name 
in the Register for 1904—that I have twice operated at the 
request of Veterinary Societies, but did not receive any fee 
or anything towards my expenses. 

Yours faithfully, 
Stourbridge. James Blakeway. 


“ MODERN THERAPEUTICS. 
ir, 

History would seem to show that as all the branches of a 
‘science advance, that science itself advances. 

In scientific matters as in mundane matters the via media 
is often the way of true progress, It is not wise to exalt one 
branch of a science at the expense of another. The man 
with a knowledge of pathology and the use of drugs will go 
further and produce better results than the man with a 
knowledge of pathology who ignores drugs and wholly dis- 
penses with them. 

The expert pathologist may lead and should lead in un- 
known fields, but even pathology has its limits : 

Cancer may be curable by injections of trypsin. Ameri. 
cans say it is—Englishmen say it is not. The fact remains 
that a man’s pancreas may be attacked by cancer. Sera 
are used abundantly in Germany for schweineseuche, 
schweinepest, septic pneumonia and diarrhea of calves, and 
strangles (less frequently) but these diseases don’t seem to 
decrease in frequency. they don’t seem to prodnce 
better results there with their pathological products 
than we do here without them, 

The use ofdrugs by German Veterinary Surgeons does 
not decrease. Their researches in chemisisry are perhaps 
deeper and more extensive than ours. Every year fresh 
drugs are produced and out of the number, metaphorically 
‘the sheep have to be separated from the goats.’ ’ 

Even in a land where pathology advances research also 
reveals new and useful drugs. The drug advertisements in 
German papers number about 3 tol as against the adver- 
tisements of sera. Thus we may take it that pharmacy 
and pathology are advancing hand in hand, 


Who would like to treat a foul wound simply on patho- 
logical lines ?—Asepticism is perhaps better than antiseptic- 
ism, but how often can we get asepticism? How woulda 
typical case of influenza fare without quinine and stimu- 
lants ? 

In diseases of mucous membranes, who would like to do 
without drugs? Peroxide of hydrogen has made catarrhal 
ophthalmia an easy disease to treat ; hazeline and antiphlogis- 
tine are eminently serviceable. Pot. iodide and iodoform, of 
old drugs, take a lot of beating when scientifically used. Can 
pathology reduce a swelled leg by any products derived from 
the animal body? 

The state of things met with in a suffering patient may 
best be ascertained by pathological knowledge combined 
with clinical acumen. But we must bring pathological, 
clinical and pharmacal knowledge to our aid to attack 
it scientifically. If by these we cannot better the position 
the chances are that human aid can avail nothing. 

Voltaire was a clever and cynical Frenchman but he 
wrote ‘Le médecin malgré lui ’’ and was notoriously cynical 
at the expense of the medical profession. Whether he was 
as well qualified to criticise their methods as he was to ex- 
pose the vanities of medical human nature is an open 
question. G.M. 


POLLING THE PROFESSION. 
Sir, 

Mr. J. F. Simpson has recently stated (at the meeting of 
the Southern Counties Society, reported in this week’s 
Veterinary Record) that he suggested that the Council should 
take a poll of the profession regarding Major Butler’s reso- 
lution, which seems just now to be exciting some fresh 
discussion. I suppose this suggestion was made in Com- 
mittee, for it did not appear in the published report of the 
Council’s proceedings. It isa pity, however, that it was 
not acted on at the time, and I venture to express the hope 
that it may yet be put into practice. 

It would cost very little—less, I suspose, than is usually 
voted from the College funds to meet the expenses of the 
annual dinner—and it would settle the question, at present 
a debatable one, as to whether the proposed innovation is 
really practicable. 

Of course, if Mr. Simpson should prove to be correct—or 
anything like correct—in his forecast of the result, there 
would be an end of the matter for the present at least. On 
the other hand, he may be wrong, and it seems a pity to 
abandon an idea which, if feasible, might literally revolu- 
tionise the profession, without making a serious attempt to 
ascertain the general feeling of the members. 

It may be remembered that only a few years ago several 
members of Council (most, if not all, of whom are still in 
office) themselves took the initiative in suggesting a regis- 
tration fee to be paid annually. One, I think, expressed a 
wished to see an election fought on the question, and I be- 
lieve I am right in saying that the then President of the 
R.C.V.S. at a dinner hinted that the profession might be 
polled by circular in the near future. At that time, how- 
ever, the idea seemed to be that members should agcee to & 
voluntary payment, without any legislation at all. 

Possibly it was recognition of the improbability, to put it 
mildly, of voluntary payments being sustained that led to 
the plan being quietly dropped by its originators. Major 
Butler's addition to it—the proposal to obtain legal powers 
to make the payment compuls»ry—is precisely what was 
wanted to make the scheme workable, if the profession 
would assent to those legal powers being sought for. Why 
do not the Councilmen who first presented the idea in an 
unworkable form move to poll the profession upon it now? 


NortH-CountTRYMAN.”’ 


Original articles and reports should be written on one 
side only of the paper and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication, 
Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 
Road, 8.W. 
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AND Papers RECEIVED—Messrs. WM. 


Scott, J.H. McCrea, H.J. Dawes, P. J. Simpson, 
J.H. Carr, J.E. Kitchin, ‘Verax,’’ ‘“M.R.C.V.S.”’ 
“Cato.’’ 
The Yorkshire Post, The Easingwold Advertiser, The 
Witness, The Times of India. Dec. 15. 
G. H. Gibbings, G. Gregg, “Young Practitioner.” 
Dec. 22. 


J. Blakeway, F.T. Harvey, G.M., North-Countryman. 
Report of Govt. Bacteriologist, 1904-5. Pietermaritzburg. 
The Manchester Evening Chronicle. Dec. 29. 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 
Alterations for this list must be duly notified by the Secretaries 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Hewson, m.n.c.v.s., Wigton 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.) : Mr. F. W. Garnett, m.R.c.v.s., 
Dalegarth, Windermere 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 


Centra V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. A. L. Butters, m.n.c.v.8., 
31 South Wharf Road, Paddirgton, W. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, M.8.v.v.8., 
122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Crentrat Canapa V.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. E, James, Ottawa 


Centra V,.A. or TRELAND. 
Pres. Mr. M. J. Cleary, m.n.c.v.s., Kilpatrick, Mullingar 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. J. Vahey, m.8.c.v.s., Ballinrobe 
Treas; Mr. J. F. Healey. m.n.c.v.s., Midleton 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Herbert Buckingham, m.n.c.v.s., Harleston 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. H. P. Standley, m.n.c.v.s. 


Wymondham 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 


Guiascow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. James Lov:ther 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or [RELAND. 
Mr. J. McKenny, M.R.0.v.s. 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin 
Hon, Treas: Mr, M. Hedley, r.n.c.v.s , 
6 Royal Terrace West, Kingstown 
Hon. Sec. Mr. Chas. Allen, F.8.0.v.8., 
43 Rutland Square, Dublin 
LancasHirE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. Sumner, m.z.0.v.s., Hatton Garden, Liverpool 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.n.0¢.v.s. 


- Grosvenor-street, Manchester 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Dec. 


LincotnsHirE V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. R. W. Knowles, m.r.c.v.s., Wisbech 
Hon. Sec: & Treas: Mr. T. W. Turner, m.n.0.v.s,, Sleaford 
Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 


Pres: 


LiverPoot University V.M.S. 
Pres: Prof. Boyce, F.R.8. 
Hon, Sec. & Treas: Jno. T. Share-Jones, 
University, Li 1 
Meetings, May, July, October, Paton — 
Ver. Assn. or Manrrosa. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. F. Torrance, Winnipeg 


Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. W. Grasby, m.n.c.v.s., Daventry 
Hon. Sec: Mr. . . Dawes, F.R.C.V.8., 
amden House, High-st., West B ich 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thaeaday. and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Nationat VET. AssociaTION. 
Pres: Mr. W. Shipley, F.2.c.v.s., Gt. Yarmouth 
Sec: Mr. William Hunting, F.8.0.v.s. 
Treas: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.8.¢,v.8., Whitechapel, London. 


NationaL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT & 
Derence Society. 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, F.2.0.v.s., Brick-st, Manchester 
Treas: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholm, F.R.c.v.8., 
Quay-street, Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.8.0.v.8. 


Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


or V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. Davidson, M.B8.c.v.s., 
Westgate Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. R. Gibson, m.n.c.v.s. 
25 Marlborough-street, Seaham Harbour 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


or Scottanp V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. Geo. Howie, m.n.c.v.s., Alford, Aberdeen 
Sec. & Treas: Mr. Clement Baxter, m.R.c.v.s., Elgin 


NortH Wates V.M.A. 
Pres: Dr. G. J. Evans, m.8.0.v.s., Bangor 
Aton. Sec. & Treas. T.C. Howatson, m.8.c.v.s., St. Asaph 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 


Ontario V.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 
Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Ontario 


Province oF Quesec V.M.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Gustave Boyer, Rigand, P.Q. 


Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. R. Porch, F.8.¢.v.8., 
Farm Lane, Walham Green. S.W. 
Hon. Sec. d& Treas: Mr. Percy J. Simpson, M.R.¢.v.s., 
Kendrick House, Maidenhead 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 


Roya. Scorrisu V.§, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, u.r.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


Royat VETERINARY CoLLEGE M.A. 
Pres: Dr. Lander, D.Sc. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. C. Graves, M.B.c.v.s8. 
Assist. H.S. Mr, H. J. Allen 


Scottish V.M.S. 
Pres: Prin. J. R. U. Dewar, m.8,c.v.s., Ryl. Dick Vet. Coll. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Jchn McIntosh, m.x.0.v.s., Eskbank 


Sours DurHam AnD NortH YorxksHirE V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. W. H. Blackburn, m.z.0.v.s:, Barnard Castle 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.8.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


SoutHern Counties V.S. 
Pres: Mr. K. Stuart, m.r.c.v.s., Hove 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Alex. Todd, m.n.c.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, u.n.0.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


TransvaaL V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. M. Christy, m.n.c.v.s., a.p.v.s., Pretoria 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. H. Bell, u.n.c.v.s., p.v.s., Krugersdorp 
Hen. Sec: Mr. T. H. Dale, m.n.c.v.s., p.v.s., Potchefstroom 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. J. Thorburn, m.z.c.v.s., Okehampton 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, m.n.0.v.s., Bideford 
Hon, Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, m.z.c.v.s., Plymouth 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 
West or Scorzanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. James Weir, ¥.n.c.v.s., 24 Pollock-st., Glasgow ; 
Joint Hon. Secs: & Treasrs: 
Messrs. Hugh Begy and John R. McCall, Vety. Coll 
Meetings, Second Wednesday, May, Oct. and January. 
YorksHirE Ver. AssociaTIon 
Pres: Mr. J. McKinna, r.n.0.v.s., Ramsden-st, Huddersfield 


Hon. Sec; Mr. J. Clarkson, .x.0.v.s., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treas: Mr. J. E. Scriven, u.z.0.v.s., Tadcaster 


